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GRANT  
& AWARD  
WINNERS
Surface Design Association is committed to supporting the 
efforts of its members to realize their creative goals and 
positively impact the world of textiles, fibers and surface design. 
SDA’s grants and awards support members as they demonstrate 
excellence in the studio, engage in professional development, 
create exhibition opportunities and events, or engage in 
practices that positively impact their community. SDA’s 2020 
and 2021 Grants and Awards were made possible by a generous 
grant from the Lenore G. Tawney Foundation. 

Velma Bolyard
2020 PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT
she/her  |  Hermon, New York, US
velmabolyard.com  |  @velmabolyard

For a number of years, Bolyard has been working on a project 
titled Hortus Siccus (Latin for dry garden), an herbarium which 
represents a specific place. In this example, the place is located 
in Northern New York where the artist makes her home. For this 
project, she returned to the letter press, making a book with the 
full list of endangered and threatened species of New York State.

Yi Hsuan Sung
2020 PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT
she/her  |  Forest Hills, New York, US
yihsuansung.com  |  @yihsuan_sung

The realization that plastics dominate as the main materials for 
artificial plants prompted Sung, a bio-material researcher and a 
textile florist, to delve deeply into materials research involving 
agar and the upcycling of waste material. In her new project, she 
will continue perfecting her flower making system created with 
agar, organic wastes and 3D printed molds. 

Rena Wood
2021 PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT
she/her  |  Cookeville, Tennessee, US
renawood.com  |  @woodrena

Over the last 10 years, Wood has developed her own style of 
hand embroidery which includes stitching on black silk Dupioni 
or vintage linens. Her grant supported the purchase of supplies 
and materials for a large-scale embroidery as well as research 
into Blackwork Embroidery for forthcoming exhibitions at 
Leedy-Voulkos Art Center, Kansas City, MO (August 2022).

Velma Bolyard, Late Spring Print from Little River (detail), 2021. 
Cotton mould made paper, eco printed, 13 x 20 in. 

Yi Hsuan Sung, Blissful, 2021. Agar, botanical dye, mica powder, 
cast, braided, threaded,  8 x 8 x 9 in. Photo by the artist. 

http://velmabolyard.com
http://instagram.com/velmabolyard
http://yihsuansung.com
http://instagram.com/yihsuan_sung
http://renawood.com
http://instagram.com/woodrena
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Rena Wood, Unknown, 2020. Silk, hand embroidered, 40 x 36 in.

Kelly Devitt, in-progress work, 2021. Glue sheet for printing with 
cellulose fiber.

Kelly Devitt
2021 PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT
she/her  |  New Bedford, Massachusetts, US 
kellydevittceramics.com  |  @kelly.devitt

Coming from a background of traditional craft processes in 
both ceramics and textile, Devitt’s goal as an artist is to push 
the boundaries of these materials and explore new methods 
that have not been widely used. With this project, she will 
explore cellulose fiber and create 3D printed fiber elements of 
installation in combination with ceramic components.

Flora, Fauna and Landscape
2020 SMALL EVENTS GRANT
Parkersburg Art Center  |  Parkersburg, West Virginia, US 
parkersburgartcenter.org

This Small Event Grant supported the printing of an exhibition 
catalog for Flora, Fauna and Landscape (May 9–June 6, 2021), 
an international collaborative project with the Chilean Quilters 
of Santiago, Chile and the Textile Artists of Southeast Ohio 
(TASO). As an exhibition document, this catalog features the 
unique textile media and design of both groups and shares the 
story of this original international collaboration. 

Ice Core Project 
2020 SMALL EVENT GRANT
Virtual Event  |  Mililani, Hawaii, US

As a founding member of the Antarctic Artists & Writers 
Collective, Michelle Schwengel-Regala developed the “Ice 
Core Project,” an initiative at the intersection of textiles, social 
practice, natural history, and science. Her SDA grant will support 
virtual workshops that bring the project, incorporating climate 
science and crochet, to a broad range of participants.

Tension: Process in 
the Making
2021 SMALL EVENTS GRANT
Twiggs Gallery  |  Boscawen, New Hampshire, US
twiggsgallery.wordpress.com 

Tension: Process in the Making features fiber art and textiles by 
New Hampshire-based artists. Juried by Jenine Shereos, the 
exhibition explores the concept of tension—the act of expanding 
or widening. In a world that has become both overstimulating 
and intense, the artists illustrate how the process of making 
slows us down, enables us to find balance, and create broad 
narratives within the visual aesthetics of fiber art. The exhibition 
also includes artists talks supported by this grant. 

http://kellydevittceramics.com
http://instagram.com/kelly.devitt
http://parkersburgartcenter.org
http://twiggsgallery.wordpress.com
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Paulina Bereza
2021 CREATIVE PROMISE AWARD
she/her  |  Montreal, Québec, Canada
@pln_brz

Paulina, a first-generation, Polish-Canadian immigrant, 
investigates concepts including displacement, time, origins, 
and privacy within contemporary societies. Her working themes 
involve Bereza’s farmhand ancestors as well as her experience 
living in an urban setting. This work hybridizes weaving, 
photography, as well as sculpting with clay, concrete and steel. 

Emily Yurkevicz
2021 CREATIVE PROMISE AWARD
she/her  |  Indianapolis, Indiana, US
emilyyurkevicz.com  |  @emily.yurkevicz

Emily’s work constructs an alternate environment by using the 
process of accumulation and ordinary objects to encourage the 
viewer to focus on what is wholly personal, deeply felt, and rarely 
seen, to make part of a daily ritual into a monument. Yurkevicz’s 
work is informed by material histories, reverberations of 
minimalism, and a lifelong familiarity with absence. 

Guen Montgomery
2020 EDUCATOR GRANT
she/her  |  Champaign, Illinois, US
guenmontgomery.com  |  @guenstagram

Montgomery is an artist and performer whose work investigates 
identity through studies of gender, regional narrative, and family 
mythology. As a Teaching Assistant Professor at University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign, School of Art and Design, she 
recently developed a 200 level Textiles and Soft Sculpture studio. 
She will use the funds for dual purposes: to complete a personal 
studio project and, in turn, inform her studio pedagogy. 

Hillary Waters Fayle
2021 EDUCATOR GRANT
she/her  |  Richmond, Virginia, US
hillarywfayle.com  |  @hillary.waters

Fayle received an MFA in Craft/Material Studies from Virginia 
Commonwealth University, where she is now an Assistant 
Professor and Head of the Fiber Area. She will use the award to 
support “To Keep You Warm,” a collaborative project with the 
introduction to fibers students. The outcome will be student-
designed and -created, full-size quilts to be donated to patients 
in palliative care at the VCU Massey Cancer Center.

Paulina Bereza, Looking back, I see no changes, 2020. Handwoven 
polyester and cotton, cast concrete, 40 x 30 x 4 in. Photo by the artist.

Emily Yurkevicz, The Center Cannot Hold, 2021. Pine, brass, porcelain, 
madder-dyed cotton poplin, natural cotton poplin, quilted, slipcast, 
constructed, 48 x 48 x 4. Photo: Destini Ross. 

Hillary Waters Fayle, To Keep You Warm (student quilt), 2020. Various 
fabrics, batting, 60 x 80 in. Photo by the artist.

http://instagram.com/pln_brz
http://emilyyurkevicz.com
http://instagram.com/emily.yurkevicz
http://guenmontgomery.com
http://instagram.com/guenstagram
http://hillarywfayle.com
http://instagram.com/hillary.waters



